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E-MAIL ADDRESS:  bethel@citizens-tel.net     WEBSITE: Bethellutherannewauburn.com 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Inviting Our Community to God’s Open Door 

Sunday, Nov 1      Church Service 9 AM  
Tuesday, Nov 3     Election Day 
        
Sunday, Nov 8    Council Meeting at 9 am 
Thursday, Nov 26   Thanksgiving  
Sunday, Nov 29 1st Sunday in Advent       

  

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY’S & ANNIVERSARIES 

                     
Office:      Roxie Gravunder   Office   715-237-2228    
               Home  715-237-2240    
 
President: Debbie Poirier  715-237-2126 
V. Pres : Marty Allison  612-281-6760 
Secretary: Meridee Gassen 715-237-3191 
Council: Janet Pingel  715-237-2670 
Council: Marvin Baroun 715-237-2877 
Council: Mike Lee  715-827-0296 
Council: Dan Moschkau  715-237-2346 
 

CONTACTS: COUNCIL & STAFF 

BETHEL BIRTHDAY’S  

 
Kim Fladten    November 6 
Roxanne Nelson   November 6 
Troy Guthman    November 9 
Ellen Hyke    November 12 
Brandon Baldry   November 13 
Duane Robey    November 21 
Cheryl Guthman   November 22 
 
 

BETHEL ANNIVERSARIES  
 

Glen & Sue Steffen   November 22 
     



 

Please continue to pray for our Military,      
government officials, and those affected 

by natural and man-made disasters. 

 

BETHEL FINANCES 
 

Total Receipts - October:  $  1,847.67 

YTD Receipts:    $43,894.43 

Total Expenses - October:  $     614.09 

YTD Expenses:   $34,942.35 

PRAYER CONCERNS: 
 

Lisa Baldry; Steve Christianson; Jim & Marie Davis; Joyce Hyde; Tim Rohrer; 

Terry Channing (Roxie’s brother); Wanda (Larry & Cheryl’s daughter-in-law); 

Richard Woodford and our home bound.   

  

ATTENTION THRIVENT 

MEMBERS 

 

If you have insurance or investments with Thrivent,  

you are eligible and encouraged to direct your 

Choice Dollars, that are designated to you, to your 

congregation or a charitable Lutheran organization 

of your choice.  Check with: 

 

Thrivent.com/choice dollars  

Or 

call 1-800-847-4836  

              

and say “Thrivent Choice” to see if you have accu-

mulated dollars that can be directed. 

  

Choice Dollars, to individuals, is a program that 

replaces the dollars that previously were designat-

ed to congregations to use in fundraising or service 

projects. 

DAILY DEVOTIONAL 
Material available to you...  

 
Christ in Our Home is a devotional resource that 
encourages readers to live out their faith daily. 
Each reflective reading is accompanied by a daily 
scripture reference and prayer for the day.  You 
are welcome to pick up this booklet located in 
the box outside by the back church entrance. 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
 

Please remember to pick 
            up your  

“2021 Offering Envelopes”  
in the back of the church. 

    Please take a moment …. 
 

to complete the survey 
you received in the mail 
concerning your partici-
pation in the future of 

our church. 
 

   As we move forward in 
deciding the direction of our church, it is       
important that we have a strong understanding 
of the members willing to be active in the     
congregation.  This information will be helpful 
to the council in determining our path going 
forward. 



   Bethel Council Meeting Minutes 

    October 18th, 2020 

 

Members Present:  Debbie Poirier, Marv Baroun, Marty Allison, Janet Pingel, Mike Lee 

 

The September Secretary’s report was reviewed.  A motion was made and      seconded to approve.  Motion 

passed. 

 

The September Treasurer’s report was reviewed.  A motion was made and      seconded to approve. Motion 

passed. 

 

Activity reports: 

 Property-   Marv raked leaves. 

 Worship-    The next service is set for November 1st.  Discussion was  held about holding a Thanksgiv-

ing service as no one has heard about  whether there will be a community Thanksgiving service this year.  

 Thanksgiving can be discussed with the members present at the             November 1st service.   

 There was also a discussion about holding service more frequently than once per  month.  

This can also be discussed after the November 1st service and after there has been more of a chance to 

receive back some of the responses from the survey that was sent out last week. 

 Christmas service was discussed.  Organizing a Christmas activity such as collecting items for 

Foster bags and a blanket collection/blanket quilting activity for the month of November was discussed.  

New business- 

Debbie was contacting the Synod office to ask what we should do in the event of a pastoral emergency. 

Debbie was also collecting information regarding the upcoming yearly budget for the next council meet-

ing. 

 

Next meeting was set for November 8th at 9AM. 

 

Motion was made to adjourn.  Motion seconded and passed. 

 

In lieu of our usual Community Harvest Dinner,  

we are asking for monetary donations to help with the  

“Santa Helpers” program this year. 

 

This program is for families in need over the Christmas season.  

If you are able and would like to help fund this program, you can place   

your donation in an envelope and mail it to: 

 Bethel Lutheran Church 

P O Box 235 

New Auburn WI  54757 

     

              Checks should be made out to Santa Helpers    

              and must be received before November 30th. 



Message from Bishop Lau-
rie Anderson  

 
 

October 22, 2020  
 
Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for or-
phans and widows in their distress.. James 1:27 
Recently, the domestic abuse shelter, Embrace, which serves Barron, Price, Washburn 
and Rusk counties in NW Wisconsin, lost county funding for the work that it does to help 
individuals and families find safety and protection from abusive partners. The reported 
$25,000 cut in funding was in reaction to the organization’s display of Black Lives Matter 
placards at its facilities and its antiracism statement on its website. Several local and na-
tional news agencies picked up the story.  About 15% of the victims that are served by Em-
brace are Black, Indigenous, People of Color (BIPOC). When I read Embrace’s anti-racism 
statement, I was struck by how it echoed many ideas expressed in statements of my 
church, The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s condemnation of racism and white 
supremacy. 
It grieves my heart that funding for the only domestic abuse shelter in four counties in 
Northwest Wisconsin has been cut. A study from Rutgers documented an increase in do-
mestic violence since the beginning of the COVID 19 pandemic. Access to the support of a 
domestic abuse shelter can be a matter of life or death. Surely this conflict will put the most 
vulnerable families among us in even more danger. 
My response to this situation may be perceived as a partisan political statement. Let me 
assure you it is not. It is a matter of faith.  Racism and the resulting racial violence is a sin. 
Domestic violence is a sin.  As Christians we are called to “Do justice, love mercy and walk 
humbly with God.” Micah 6:8.  For me to be silent in the face of this injustice is sin.   
As a church, as people of faith, we are called to care for the” least of these my brothers 
and sisters,” for those on the fringes, the weak, the poor, and the vulnerable. We are called 
to end the root causes of injustice, violence, and poverty.  As ELCA Lutherans we often 
say, God’s Work, Our Hands, and I add Our Voices. Addressing injustice in our society is 
God’s work and it requires our voices.  
If you are a person of faith, I invite you to pray about how you can speak the truth and act 
justly in the face of this situation.  Pray that the conflict between the board and Embrace is 
resolved and funding restored. Pray that we work together to end racism, racial violence 
and domestic  violence. Pray for courage and wisdom. Use the voice God has given you to 
speak on behalf of those whose voice has been silenced or unheared. 
 

Together in Christ,  
 

~Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson  
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, ELCA 
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