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MISSION STATEMENT

Inviting Our Community to God’s Open Door

The family at Bethel Lutheran
Church would like to extend a heartfelt
CONGRATULATIONS to this year’s graduates:

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

PAGE

Current Events

1

Church & Church Office

2

Council Minutes

3

Letter from Campus
Coordinator

4

Sunday, June 5
Sunday, June 12
Sunday, June 19
Sunday, June 26

MOLLY DOBBS
LEXI GUTHMAN
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The best of luck in all your future endeavors.

There will be NO MOVIE NIGHT in the month’s
of June and July. See you in August.

- NO IN HOUSE WORSHIP
- 9 AM Worship
- 9 AM Worship – Father’s Day
Council Meeting following Worship
- 9 AM Worship

ATTENTION THRIVENT
MEMBERS

PRAYER CONCERNS:
Lisa Baldry; Steve Christianson; Richard Woodford; Joyce
Hyde; Tracy Gravunder & Terry Channing (Roxie’s daughter & brother); Janet Pingel; Ron Fetting; Tim Rohrer; Jim
and Marie Davis; and our home bound.

Please continue to pray for our Military,
government officials, and those affected by
natural and man-made disasters.

If you have insurance or investments with Thrivent,
you are eligible and encouraged to direct your
Choice Dollars, that are designated to you, to your
congregation or a charitable Lutheran organization
of your choice. Check with:
Thrivent.com/choice dollars
Or
call 1-800-847-4836
and say “Thrivent Choice” to see if you have accumulated dollars that can be directed.

OFFERING ENVELOPES
Please remember to pick
up your
“2022 Offering Envelopes”
in the back of the church.

Choice Dollars, to individuals, is a program that replaces the dollars that previously were designated
to congregations to use in fundraising or service
projects.

BETHEL FINANCES

Total Income - April:
YTD Income as of 4/30/22
Total Expenses - April:
YTD Expenses as of 4/30/22

$ 3,447.86
$ 17,249.85
$ 4,609.91
$ 13,187.35

JULY 29-31
NON-PROFIT &
FAMILY FRIENDLY
KIDS 10 & UNDER
ARE FREE

ONE GOD - ONE VOICE - ONE SONG
NORTHERN WISCONSIN FAIR GROUNDS
CHIPPEWA FALLS WI
GET TICKETS @ ONE-FEST.COM
FACEBOOK.COM/ONEFESTCHIPPEWAVALLEY

Bethel Lutheran Church will
NOT be holding services on
Sunday, June 5th. Please look
for other options such as an
online service or in-person at
another location.

CARSON PARK - EAU CLAIRE 101 CARSON PARK DR
SATURDAY, JUNE 18

2 PM & 7 PM

SUNDAY, JUNE 19

2 PM & 7 PM

DUNN COUNTY FAIRGROUND - MENOMONIE

MONDAY, JUNE 20

620 17TH ST SE

4:30 PM & 7:30 PM

If you are interested in a full night of entertainment,
we have free tickets for children 12 and under with
a paid adult. You can pick up your free tickets at
the church in the entry or call
Debbie Poirier 715-237-2126 and she will get the
tickets to you. An adult admission is $20.
First 100 adults pay just $9.99.
And YES!....they have elephants, horses, camels,
ponies, dogs and much, much more.

Bethel Lutheran Church
Council Meeting Minutes
May 22, 2022 10:02 AM

Present : Marty Allison, James Pingel, Donna Frank, Meridee Gassen, Debbie Poirier, Gretchen Ball. Also in
attendance Margie Pingel and Chris Ball.
Secretary’s report reviewed.
Motion to approve by: Marty Allison Second to approve by: Donna Frank All in favor: Approved
Treasurer’s report reviewed.
Motion to approve by: Gretchen Ball

Second to approve by: Donna Frank All in favor: Approved

Property
 Carpet update – S&S will come in June to fix the bubble in the carpet. Feel it will be a quick repair. Debbie will
set up assistance to move pews as needed.
 Outdoor - Thank you to Mike, picked up sticks and mowed the lawn.
Worship
 Debbie talked to pastor Ron. He is willing to come and do in-person sermons. These would need to be afternoon
services as he does morning services for another congregation.
 Debbie will also reach out to Pastor Ned to see if he would be interested in visiting as well.
Stewardship
 Discussion about assisting Living Waters with Ruby’s Pantry for our next community services. Debbie will contact
them to inquire about when we could come and help.
 Unknown what Central Lutheran has planned for August/September community service.
Youth & Education
 Marty is interested in getting Regan set up to help with communion. Debbie will help with getting her trained and
Marty will also provide her with some curriculum.
OLD BUSINESS:
Movie Night
 Debbie posted some signs in town. No attendance to this event.
Jamboree Days
 Debbie would like to get more water bottles to hand out with cards and hand them out during the Jamboree Days
garage sales and parade to help advertise for the church as well as our movie night. Potential to have Molly play
music during the parade while Miranda and others hand out the bottles.
 Chicken dinner – Marty will check in with Billy a few weeks before to confirm everything. Despite having leftovers
last year, we will plan for the same amount this year. Anticipating increased attendance this year.
Music Event
 Nothing new.
Sale of Land
 The village approved the purchase of the land. Sale price will be a minimum of $7500, however an appraisal will
be done and paid for by the village.
NEW BUSINESS:
June 5th Service


No in-person service at Bethel. Online or in-person services available through Central Lutheran (8:30 traditional
service, 10:00 modern service). Living Water in-person service also available (9:00). Sale of Land - Congregation
discussed the town’s interest in purchasing the lot across the street. The congregation approved the motion to
move forward with investigating the value of the land; giving council the authority to determine whether to sell
to the town.

Next Meeting - Sunday, June 19th following service. (Father’s Day)
Motion to adjourn by: Gretchen Ball Second to approve by: Donna Frank

All in favor: Approved

May 29, 2022

Jesus said "No one has greater love than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends. John 15:13
As Memorial Day draws near many of us remember loved ones who have laid down their lives for us.
They are our heroes even though they would not claim to be. Like the words of the King of Monterea in
The Pirates Who Don’t Do Anything: A VeggieTales Movie, “The hero isn’t the strongest, or the fastest, or
the smartest, or the best looking. The hero is the one who, no matter how hard, does what is right.”
For those of us who have not served in the military, we draw our knowledge and understanding of the sacrifices of military service from a number of sources. We read of it in newspapers and magazines and
books, we see it on TV and in movies. Sometimes it is the stories of our grandfathers, grandmothers, fathers, mothers, aunts, and uncles. The images are often stark and filled with pain. Many times we must
ask ourselves why? Why is there war? Why is there evil in the world? Why must those we love go to fight
and die?
J.R. R. Tolkien wrestled with the why questions throughout WWII and following as he wrote his Lord of the
Rings trilogy. In The Two Towers there is an exchange between Frodo Baggins and Samwise Ganje when
it looks like they have been blocked in their quest to destroy the evil ring of power.
Frodo says: “I can’t do this.”
Sam replies: “I know. It’s all wrong. By rights we shouldn’t even be here – but we are. It’s like in the great
stories, Mr. Frodo. The ones that really mattered. Full of darkness and danger they were, and sometimes
you didn’t want to know the end. Because how could the end be happy? How could the world go back to
the way it was when so much bad had happened? But in the end it’s only a passing thing, a shadow.
Even darkness must pass. The new day will come, and when the sun shines it will shine out the darkness.
Those are the stories that stick with you and meant something, even if you were too small to know why.
But I think, Mr. Frodo, I do understand. I know now…Folk in those stories had lots of chances of turning
back, only they didn’t. They kept going because they were holding on to something,
Frodo asks: “What are we holding on to Sam?”
Sam answers: “That there is some good in this world, Mr. Frodo, and it’s worth fighting for.”
I am sure that there were times these men and women asked the same questions. There is both good and
evil in this world. When we are facing evil we need to believe there is good in this world, and that good is
worth fighting for. The Bible tells us why we live with evil – but it also gives us hope, hope that good will
triumph. Revelations 21:7 says: “Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their God and
they will be my children.”

As we visit the graves of those who have fought, let us also honor those who have lived with the hope that
this country stands for what is good and that is worth fighting for. Let us remember their service. Let us
remember their stories. Let us remember their names. They are our brothers and sisters in Christ, and
they have laid down their lives for us. May we always remember their sacrifice.
I am so thankful for my Bethel family. As each of us faces storms in our lives we are there to lift one another up. I pray that God will continue to bless our congregation as we serve one another as well as the
community around us.
Debbie Poirier
Campus Coordinator

