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MISSION STATEMENT

Inviting Our Community to God’s Open Door

THANK YOU
Thank you Bethel for the gift card! This
will help me to buy supplies for my next
adventure in college! I have enjoyed
being a part of our congregation. Thank
you for helping me grow in my faith.
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Miranda Poirier

There will be NO MOVIE NIGHT in the month of
July. See you in August.

- 9 AM Worship
- Office will be closed
- 9 AM Worship
- 9 AM Worship – Council Meeting following Worship
- 9 AM Worship
- 9 AM Worship

ATTENTION THRIVENT
MEMBERS

PRAYER CONCERNS:
Lisa Baldry; Steve Christianson; Richard Woodford; Joyce
Hyde; Tracy Gravunder & Terry Channing (Roxie’s daughter & brother); Janet Pingel; Ron Fetting; Tim Rohrer; Jim
and Marie Davis; and our home bound.

Please continue to pray for our Military,
government officials, and those affected by
natural and man-made disasters.

OFFERING ENVELOPES
Please remember to pick
up your
“2022 Offering Envelopes”
in the back of the church.

If you have insurance or investments with Thrivent,
you are eligible and encouraged to direct your
Choice Dollars, that are designated to you, to your
congregation or a charitable Lutheran organization
of your choice. Check with:
Thrivent.com/choice dollars
Or
call 1-800-847-4836
and say “Thrivent Choice” to see if you have accumulated dollars that can be directed.
Choice Dollars, to individuals, is a program that replaces the dollars that previously were designated
to congregations to use in fundraising or service
projects.

JAMBOREE DAYS
GRILLED
CHICKEN DINNER

BETHEL FINANCES
Total Income - May:
YTD Income as of 5/31/22
Total Expenses - May:
YTD Expenses as of 5/31/22

$ 4,415.35
$ 21,665.20
$ 2,345.86
$ 15,533.21

Sunday, July 24, 2022
Provided by Bethel Lutheran Church

Serving to begin at 11:00 AM
At the New Auburn Park Pavilion

Grilled Chicken Potato Salad
Baked Beans Rolls Beverage
(Catered by Billy’s Catering)

JULY 29-31
NON-PROFIT &
FAMILY FRIENDLY
KIDS 10 & UNDER
ARE FREE

ONE GOD - ONE VOICE - ONE SONG
NORTHERN WISCONSIN STATE FAIR GROUNDS
CHIPPEWA FALLS WI
Children 10 and under are free with a paid adult $60
GET TICKETS @ ONE-FEST.COM /TICKETS
FACEBOOK.COM/ONEFESTCHIPPEWAVALLEY

Volunteers are needed for the Jamboree Days
chicken dinner which is scheduled for July
24th. We will need volunteers to setup, serve,
and clean up. If you are available to help, please
contact Marty Allison or Debbie Poirier.

Bethel Lutheran Church
Council Meeting Minutes
June 19, 2022 9:41 AM

Present : Marty Allison, James Pingel, Donna Frank, Meridee Gassen, Debbie Poirier, Ron Fetting
and Gretchen Ball. Also in attendance Margie Pingel and Chris Ball.
Secretary’s report reviewed.
Motion to approve by: James Pingel Second to approve by: Donna Frank All in favor: Approved
Treasurer’s report reviewed.
Motion to approve by: Gretchen Ball

Second to approve by: Donna Frank All in favor: Approved

Property
 Carpet – No date from S&S yet. Debbie will reach back out to them to schedule a date and time for them to come
in and stretch the carpet.
Worship
 Pastor Gerl has not provided an in-person date yet. Debbie will contact him to set up a time.
Stewardship
 Mike has been maintaining the grounds for us, mowing both lots.
Youth & Education
 Marty and Debbie will provide curriculum for Regan to start communion.
OLD BUSINESS:
Jamboree Days
 Marty will place an order at Billy’s for the chicken. He will inventory paper supplies. If plastic wear is need, consider ordering wrapped sets with napkins, salt/pepper etc.
 Margie and Jim will apply for a Thrivent card. Margie will need information on where monies/proceeds will go
(disaster fund), committee information.
Sale of Land
 Debbie received a purchase agreement for the land. Purchase agreement reviewed and discussed by council
members. The land will be designated as a park. Offered price is $7500, originally purchased by church for $7000.
Appraised value came in just under $7000.
Debbie will request addition to purchase agreement stating land will be used as green space/park only. If this is
not agreed upon, the council will not move forward with sale of land at this time. If added to contract, Debbie
will move forward with setting a closing date and sale.
 Motion to allow Debbie to move forward with sale if closing cost $500 or less and guaranteed land use of green
NEW BUSINESS:
Sick Pay (non-salaried staff)


Motion to pay non-salaried staff for sick days as determined appropriate by council members. Not to exceed four
paid sick days per person per year.
Motion to approve by: Donna Frank
Second to approve by: Jim Pingel
All in favor: Approved
th
th
 Council members approved paying Molly for Sunday, June 12 and Sunday, June 19 for sick days.
Next Meeting - Sunday, July 17th following service.
Motion to adjourn by: Gretchen Ball Second to approve by: Meridee Gassen

Future agenda items: Disaster fund guidelines.

All in favor: Approved

During the past few weeks the sermon series by Pastor Sturgis has covered the topic of honoring society
and honoring God.
The Oxford Dictionary defines honor as “to regard with great respect.” The Hebrew word for honor is
kâbôwd, (pronounced kaw-bode’). Kâbôwd means splendor or copiousness, glorious, glory, honour, or
honourable. Kâbôwd comes from the root word kâbad, (pronounced kaw-bad’) which could have been
translated “to make weighty”. So, in other words, when we honor someone, we add weight to them. It’s
almost as if we measured them and found them worthy. ( https://hebrews12endurance.com/a-life-that-honorsgod/)

When we apply the idea of making God “weighty”, we show that we esteem Him above everything and
everyone. The more we learn about God, the more we realize how worthy He is to be praised. We have
many reasons for honoring God, and following are just a few:
1. We honor God because He saved us from our sins. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not
send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.” (John
3:16-17)
2. We glorify God because He is the Creator. “And he said with a loud voice, ‘Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea
and the springs of water.’” (Revelation 14:7)
3. We worship God because He is Immanuel. “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and
they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.” (Matthew 1:23)

So now that we have a few reasons to explain why we honor God, how can we honor God with our lives?
Honoring God is something that takes focus and intention.
1. We honor God when we are good stewards of our wealth and what He has given us. “Honor the Lord
with your wealth and with the first fruits of all your produce;” (Proverbs 3:9) Everything we have, whether
it is a little or a lot comes from God. While it’s true that God doesn’t need anything from us, we give Him
glory when we use our resources wisely and in the service of others.
2. We honor God with our actions. “And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.” (Colossians 3:17) The example that Christ
gave us is one of service. We honor God when we serve the people around us. We honor Him when we
give of ourselves and show others the love that God lavishes on us.

3. We honor God when we praise and worship Him. “I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole
heart, and I will glorify your name forever.” (Psalm 86:12)
4. We honor God through our obedience. “Jesus told His disciples, ‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments.’” (John 14:15) It’s one thing to say we love God. We prove it by the way we adhere to what
He says in His Word.
5. We honor God by putting Him first in decision-making. We seek His will and not our own. “Trust in the
Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will
make your paths straight.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)
(continued next page)

(Continuation)
Obviously, we do not honor God simply for what we may receive from Him. Still, there are benefits
for honoring Him. Here are just a few of them.
Honoring God improves the quality of your life. Is there anyone in the Bible who honored God
above all else? The first person who comes to mind is David. He wasn’t a perfect man, but he
tried to put God first at all times. David honored God with the things he had, the way he offered
praise and worship, and through his actions. I know you’re thinking about the Bathsheba incident,
but I want to remind you that though he sinned in that instance (and many others), he repented and
sought to give glory to God. It was this same man whom God called a man after His own heart
(Acts 13:22). Because David honored God, he was honored, in turn, by God.
Honoring God improves the lives of those around you. As members of God’s family, we honor Him
when we serve the people He has created. Zacchaeus was one of the most disliked men of his
time. Yet this was the man who Jesus chose to dine with (Luke 19:1-10). We are called to love
others in spite of their class, race, gender, or any other distinction. When we love them as Jesus
loved us, we have the opportunity to make an impact on their lives in much the same way that
Christ impacted Zacchaeus’ life. That person’s life in turn becomes a blessing to others and the
impact ripples throughout our world.

There are so many rewards for those who choose to honor God with their lives. I am thankful for
the opportunity to honor God in serving my Bethel family. As each of us faces storms in our lives
we are there to lift one another up. I pray that God will continue to bless our congregation as we
serve one another as well as the community around us.
Debbie Poirier
Campus Coordinator

