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Sunday, January 2
Sunday, January 9
Sunday, January 16
Sunday, January 23
Sunday, January 30

BETHEL BIRTHDAYS
Lisa Baldry
Debbie Poirier
Joyce Hyde
Bella Shipley
Larry Guthman
Rhonda Davis
Bart Olson
None

January 1
January 11
January 21
January 25
January 28
January 30
January 31
BETHEL ANNIVERSARIES

- 9 AM Worship
- 9 AM Worship
- 9 AM Worship
- 9 AM Worship
- 9 AM Worship - Annual Meeting to follow worship

Breakfast following Annual Meeting

PRAYER CONCERNS:
Lisa Baldry; Steve Christianson; Richard Woodford; Joyce
Hyde; Tracy Gravunder (Roxie’s daughter); Janet Pingel;
Ron Fetting; Tim Rohrer; Jim and Marie Davis; and our
home bound.

Please continue to pray for our Military,
government officials, and those affected by
natural and man-made disasters.

DAILY DEVOTIONAL
Material available to you...

Christ in Our Home is a devotional resource that
encourages readers to live out their faith daily. Each
reflective reading is accompanied by a daily scripture reference and prayer for the day. You are
welcome to pick up this booklet located in the
church entrance.

OFFERING ENVELOPES
Please remember to pick
up your
“2022 Offering Envelopes”
in the back of the church.

ATTENTION THRIVENT
MEMBERS
If you have insurance or investments with Thrivent,
you are eligible and encouraged to direct your
Choice Dollars, that are designated to you, to your
congregation or a charitable Lutheran organization
of your choice. Check with:
Thrivent.com/choice dollars
Or
call 1-800-847-4836
and say “Thrivent Choice” to see if you have accumulated dollars that can be directed.

BETHEL FINANCES
Total Income - November:
YTD Income as of 11/30/21
Total Expenses - November:
YTD Expenses as of 11/30/21

$ 2,595.75
$ 42,155.53
$ 1,991.65
$ 42,488.67

Growing in God’s Love
Youth Retreat Grades 3-12

RECHARGE
2022
January 7-8, 2022
March 25-26, 2022

Choice Dollars, to individuals, is a program that replaces the dollars that previously were designated
to congregations to use in fundraising or service
projects.

Chili-Fest 2022
Come join us at our annual CHILI-FEST
on Sunday, February 6, 2022,
from 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM
to raise funds for Luther Park Bible Camp.
Bring your snow gear for sledding,
snow sculptures and outdoor games.
Warm up with a toasty
bottomless cup of chili and/or a hot dog.

$80 per Youth
$30 per Adult Guide

Please call ahead if you would like to enter
your famous pot of chili into the chili cook-off
or bring a basket for the raffle. 715-859-2215

Registration and Information at
Lutherpark.org

We can’t wait to see you at camp!

Bethel Lutheran Church Council Minutes
December 12, 2021
Members Present: Debbie Poirier, Gretchen Ball, Chris Ball, Meridee Gassen, Marty Allison, Jim
Pingel, Marge Pingel, Mike Lee
The November Secretary's report was read and approved.
The November Treasurer's report was reviewed and approved.
Property-

 Debbie is meeting with SS Interiors on Monday about the bubble in the carpet. Larry remembered that this
was the company that originally did the installation.
 Marty is fixing the front entrance door because it was slamming shut.

Old Business-

 The December 5th Service at Central Lutheran went well. The possibility of traveling there for worship
once per quarter was discussed.

 Debbie found out more about the opportunity to work with a pastor to fill in part time. The pastor is Pastor
Lund, who is a retired pastor from Rice Lake that attends Central Lutheran. Debbie plans to meet with
him sometime after Christmas to discuss this further.
 Christmas Eve Service- Pastor Aaron will lead a Christmas Eve 7pm Candlelight service at Bethel. He

will also have other services that will be on-line. The candles for service were located. Molly and her
sister will be leading the Music. Printing the hymns and using the speakers to play music as people arrive
was discussed. Help opening and closing the church will be needed as well as placing any donations in
the office safe.

New Business Next year's budget proposal for the Annual Meeting was reviewed with a few changes.
 The Audit Committee (Debbie, Mike and Roxie) will arrange a time to meet depending on everyone’s

schedules.
th

 The Annual meeting date was set for January 30 . There will be an open position for Council that will

need to be filled. Council will bring egg bakes for breakfast afterwards.

Nominees Needed for Council
Bethel council has 2 positions open for election at our
January annual meeting. If you are interested in having your name added to the nominations, please let
Roxie know so she can add your name to the list by
January 16th.

CONTACTS: COUNCIL
Don’t forget our Annual Meeting to be held on
January 30th after worship service.
There will also be a breakfast following
the Annual Meeting.
Let us continue to work together to make a
difference.

President:
V. Pres :
Secretary:
Council:
Council:
Council:

Debbie Poirier
Marty Allison
Mike Lee
Meridee Gassen
Gretchen Ball
Ronald Fetting

715-237-2126
612-281-6760
715-827-0296
715-237-3191
715-237-2721
715-967-2081

LUTHER PARK ANNUAL MEETING
Luther Park Bible Camp, Inc.
will hold its annual meeting
on Saturday, February 5, 2022,
at Luther Park Bible Camp.
Coffee and refreshments
will be available at 9:30 AM
with the meeting to begin at 10:00 AM.

Each member congregation is entitled to three (3)
voting delegates, either clergy or lay. Any member
from your congregation may attend but only
three (3) may serve as delegates. Each delegate
shall have one vote.
A prepared box of Luther Park materials will be
given for each congregation to distribute at their
home church.

Hebrews 10:19-25

The Full Assurance of Faith
19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place
by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is,
his body, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near to
God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts
sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure
water. 23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.
24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on towards love and good deeds,
25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one
another – and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”
This passage is talking about the new found confidence that those who trust in Jesus have
to enter into His presence. The reference to the curtain here points us to the curtain in the
temple surrounding the most holy place. Only the high priest had access through the curtain
to the presence of God in Holiest of Holies. Everybody else was forbidden to enter, and
faced death if they did! When Jesus died, that temple curtain was torn in two from top to bottom. It was a picture that said Jesus has removed the barrier between us and God by his
body. Jesus, the great high priest, grants access to God through the curtain of his body. In
other words, all those who have had their sins removed by the sacrificial death of Christ can
enter freely, and without fear of death. Because they have been cleansed, or washed clean,
by Jesus’ blood, they can enter with great confidence that God will accept them!
This gives the Christian a great and secure hope for the future, until we finally meet Him face
to face when we die, or on ‘the Day’, when He returns (v25). In the meantime, however, we
must keep going in the right direction (unswervingly) and ‘spur each other on towards love
and good deeds’. This passage puts it quite strongly, the Christian life should be active and
not passive. It should be a life full of love and good deeds as we continue Jesus’ mission to
reach the world with the Gospel. And it also makes another strong point, we aren’t to try to
live the Christian life on our own. In fact, it shows us that we put ourselves in danger if we do
so. Not meeting together quickly becomes a habit - a bad habit - and habits are hard to
change. We must avoid going it alone and thinking we don’t need to meet together with other
Christians. We need the encouragement of other believers if we are to keep going forward
and avoid being pulled off track.
(https://www.wordatwork.org.uk/answers/what-does-hebrews-10-19-25-mean)

In 2021, we as a congregation made the decision to
partner with two churches in our area – Living Waters of
Cameron and Central Lutheran of Chippewa Falls. This
opportunity has given us access to multiple resources
including several pastors, A/V equipment for our sanctuary,
new musicians, and fellowship and community outreach
alongside our partner congregations. Pastor Aaron Sturgis has lead worship at Bethel
on several occasions during 2021. Molly Dobbs plays guitar and leads us in song on a
weekly basis. Miranda Poirier and Lauren Allison have served as our slide presenters
over the year. Members of Central Lutheran have joined with us in worship and
worked alongside us for our Jamboree Days chicken dinner. We also worked alongside our family at Central Lutheran building beds for youth in our area through an
organization called “Sleep in Heavenly Peace”. Our members have continued to work
for our community by building a small library in front of our church, sewing quilts, and
raising money for New Auburn Santa’s Helpers through our annual harvest dinner.
Having access to online worship is both a convenience and blessing. During
this continued season of COVID we have had the ability to grow our faith through
online worship. Our homebound are also able to have the opportunity to continue to
worship in this way. However, for those of us that are able to make the trip each
Sunday to worship together, we have the joy of having fellowship with one another,
lifting one another up as a family, and serving together. We draw closer together as a
congregation by sharing both our joys and struggles with one another and serving our
community together. For those members who have not made it back to worship with
our small congregation, I invite you to return and share in fellowship with our close knit
family.
I look forward to the new year ahead as we continue to grow in our walk with our
partner congregations. I pray that God will bless our congregation, and we will
continue to invite our community to God’s open door.
Debbie Poirier
Campus Coordinator and Council President

