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BETHEL BIRTHDAY’S
Lisa Baldry
Debbie Poirier
Joyce Hyde
Bella Shipley
Larry Guthman
Rhonda Davis
Bart Olson
None

Sunday, Jan 31

BETHEL ANNIVERSARIES

- Worship Service 9 AM

Bethel Annual Meeting following Worship
Bethel Council Meeting

Saturday, Feb 6

January 1
January 11
January 21
January 25
January 28
January 30
January 31

- Luther Park Bible Camp, Inc. Annual ZOOM Meeting
Meeting 10:00 AM

PRAYER CONCERNS:
Lisa Baldry; Steve Christianson; Jim & Marie Davis;
Joyce Hyde; Tim Rohrer; Terry Channing (Roxie’s brother); Cary Snyder (Roxie’s daughter) ; Wanda (Larry &
Cheryl’s daughter-in-law); Richard Woodford; and our
home bound.

BETHEL FINANCES
Total Receipts - November:
YTD Receipts:
Total Expenses - November:
YTD Expenses:

$ 2,191.53
$ 46,085.96
$
410.89
$ 35,353.24

LUTHER PARK ANNUAL MEETING
Luther Park Bible Camp, Inc.
will hold its annual meeting
on Saturday, February 6, 2021,
Via a Zoom meeting hosted by Luther Park.
Meeting to begin at 10:00 AM.
Each member congregation is entitled to
three (3) voting delegates, either clergy or
lay. Any number from your congregation
may attend but only three (3) may serve as
delegates. Each delegate shall have one
vote.

Please continue to pray for our Military,
government officials, and those affected by
natural and man-made disasters.
ATTENTION THRIVENT
MEMBERS
If you have insurance or investments with Thrivent,
you are eligible and encouraged to direct your
Choice Dollars, that are designated to you, to your
congregation or a charitable Lutheran organization
of your choice. Check with:
Thrivent.com/choice dollars
Or
call 1-800-847-4836
and say “Thrivent Choice” to see if you have accumulated dollars that can be directed.
Choice Dollars, to individuals, is a program that
replaces the dollars that previously were designated to congregations to use in fundraising or service
projects.

DAILY DEVOTIONAL
Material available to you...

Christ in Our Home is a devotional resource that
encourages readers to live out their faith daily.
Each reflective reading is accompanied by a daily
scripture reference and prayer for the day. You
are welcome to pick up this booklet located in
the box outside the back church entrance.

I want to thank everyone who prayed
for my daughter, Cary. She is now
home and doing therapy to regain her
motor skills and cognitive thinking. It is
a miracle that she recovered so quickly.
Her skull fracture and 3 areas of brain
bleeds occurred on December 5th due
to passing out and falling (still unknown
why). She came out of the induced
coma the following day and was able to
communicate. After her 10 day stay at
Regions hospital in St. Paul, she
returned home just before Christmas. I
am blessed to have a church family
that prayed continually and a God that
is so good.
I hope 2021 will bring our church family
together again soon.
Roxie Gravunder

Bethel Lutheran Church Council Minutes
December 13, 2020
The meeting was called to order by President Debbie Poirier. Other members present
were Janet Pingel, Marv Baroun and Mike Lee.
The Secretary’s minutes from November were read. A motion was made to approve. Motion seconded and approved.
The November Treasurer’s report was reviewed. A motion was made to approve. Motion
seconded and passed.

There was nothing to discuss about activity reports.
Old Business
 Christmas Service- With the current situation this year, it was decided to direct members towards on-line options instead of an in-person service.


Emergency/Funeral Concerns- Pastor Mike (Sand Creek), Pastor Tim (Arland) and
Chetek Lutheran have said that they could be ready if an emergency Pastoral need
arises. Members can first contact Debbie, Janet or Marv, who will then reach out to one
of these Pastors. Debbie will work with Roxie on updating the Church phone message
and website to communicate this.



Next steps for Moving Forward- Debbie, Janet and Marv met with Pastor Tim from Arland and the meeting went well. Other members were checking into possibly partnering
with Living Waters Church (Cameron) or possibly another church. A meeting will be set
for 9AM next Sunday with the entire group to discuss and decide on one of these options.



2021 Budget Planning- A motion was made, seconded and approved to present the
proposed 2021 budget at the annual meeting, with a $100 increase to City Water &
Sewer.



Audit Committee- Debbie and Mike will work with Roxie to audit the Church Finances.
January 10th may be a date, depending on Roxie’s availability.

New Business




Annual Meeting date was set for January 31st after a worship service.

The next council meeting will immediately follow the annual meeting.
Luther Park Bible Camp is having an annual meeting at 10AM, February 6th via Zoom.
Each congregation can have 3 voting delegates.
Motion was made to adjourn. Motion seconded and carried.

Fellow Members of Bethel,
A small group of us have been gathering monthly to plan next steps for our congregation. Options include:
1. Transformation – Renewing our ministry and staffing it in a new way with part time clergy or
lay leader(s).
2. Partnership - Merging or yoking with another congregation sharing pastoral and administrative
staff.
3. Closure - Closing our building and ministry.
With minimal worship services in 2020, losing our pastor, and having limited opportunities to
serve our community, it seems we have faced closed doors for much of the year. However, none
of us are ready to permanently close the doors on our church. Over the past few months, we
have explored options for transformation and partnership. We met with Pastor Tim Vettrus of
First Lutheran Church in Arland, WI. Pastor Tim has experience working with multiple congregations and is available to serve Bethel as a guest pastor or in a part-time capacity. He has a genuine heart as a Pastor as well as a lot of energy. He would bring our congregation the traditional
worship services we have all been a part of in Bethel’s past. On January 5th, we will be meeting
with Pastor Ned Lenhart of Living Waters Church in Cameron, WI. This is an opportunity for our
congregation to partner with Living Waters as well as several other churches in nearby communities. Partnering with another church gives us access to resources we would not have access to
otherwise. These resources may be what we need to grow our church ministry.
I am hopeful that at the time of our annual meeting on January 31 st we will have a path forward to
propose to our Bethel congregation. I encourage everyone to attend the annual meeting. Safety
precautions will be in place including hand sanitizing stations, the requirement for masks, and encouragement to practice social distancing. Please reach out if you have questions or concerns.
Blessings,
Debbie Poirier
Council President

Don’t forget our Annual Meeting to be
held on January 31st after worship.
Worship services will begin at 9 AM.

