
   BETHEL LUTHERAN  
            NEWSLETTER 

December 2022 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:  bethel@citizens-tel.net     WEBSITE: Bethellutherannewauburn.com 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Inviting Our Community to God’s Open Door 

 
 
 
Sunday, December 4         - 9 AM Worship   PASTOR JUSTIN WILL BE JOINING US  
Sunday, December 11       - 9 AM Worship - Council Meeting following Worship - Christmas Tree 

   Decorating after worship 
Sunday, December 18       - 9 AM  Worship   
Sunday, December 24       - 7 PM Candlelight Worship Service with Pastor Aaron & Molly Dobbs 
Sunday, December 25       - No In-person Service - See Worship Options  

 

 
 
The Bloomer Community Clothes Closet is in need of monetary donations to sustain the necessary 
monies needed for rent and utilities.  During the winter months, it is just as important to provide free    
clothing as it is food from the Bloomer Food Pantry.  The closet is run by FREE-WILL donations and by 
volunteers, no one is paid a wage.  Please consider helping this much needed community service.  
Checks can be made payable to:   
 Bloomer Community Clothes Closet,              
 PO Box 146, Bloomer WI, 54724. 
 
The Bloomer/New Auburn Food Pantry has reported that the shelves are looking bare.  There is a 
need for non-perishable items such as: canned soups, oatmeal, canned stews and vegetables, ramen 
noodles, rice, pasta and diabetic foods: no sugar/no salt added.   
Drop off location:  808 Jackson St. Bloomer, WI 
Wednesdays 10 am—2 pm 
Fridays 8 am—4 pm 
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CONTACT INFORMATION for: 
Intern Pastor Justin Arnold 

715-723-9336   Ext 8 
justin@central-lutheran.org 



BETHEL FINANCES 
 

 
Total Income - October:   $   4,865.23 

YTD Income as of 10/31/22    $ 37,036.59 

Total Expenses - October:  $   2,165.31 

YTD Expenses as of 10/31/22  $ 27,452.93 

PRAYER CONCERNS: 
 

Lisa Baldry; Steve Christianson; Richard Woodford; Joyce 

Hyde; Tracy Gravunder (Roxie’s daughter); Janet Pingel; 

Ron Fetting; Tim Rohrer; Marie Davis; and our home 

bound.   

ATTENTION THRIVENT    

MEMBERS 

 

If you have insurance or investments with Thrivent,  

you are eligible and encouraged to direct your 

Choice Dollars, that are designated to you, to your 

congregation or a charitable Lutheran organization 

of your choice.  Check with: 
 

Thrivent.com/choice dollars  

Or 

call 1-800-847-4836  

                

and say “Thrivent Choice” to see if you have accu-

mulated dollars that can be directed. 
  
Choice Dollars, to individuals, is a program that re-

places the dollars that previously were designated 

to congregations to use in fundraising or service 

projects. 

 
 
 

Youth Retreat  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

24 HOUR RECHARGE 
2022 – 2023 

 
January 6-7, 2023 
March 24-25, 2023 

 
Activities, Games, Service,                         

Church Group Time and outside fun. 
 

$80 per Youth 
$30 per Adult Guide 

 
Registration and Information at 

Lutherpark.org 

JESUS MEETS US 

 

A Candlelight Service will be held at  
Bethel Lutheran on Christmas Eve at 7 PM.   

Pastor Aaron will be leading the worship service.  
Please join us in celebrating  

the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
 

For Christmas Day Services 
 
Central Lutheran Church, 28 E Columbia Street,                      
Chippewa Falls 
                8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 
                9:00 a.m. Online Worship -   
  https://central-lutheran.org/watch 
                10:15 a.m. Modern Worship Service 
 
Living Waters, 411 N. First Street, Cameron           
                9:00 a.m. Modern Worship Service 
                9:00 a.m. Online Worship -   
       livingwatercameron.org –     
        Click on Livestream Worship 
 
St. John’s Lutheran, 1403 Newman Street, Bloomer 

                9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 
 

ANNUAL REPORTS ARE DUE 
BY DECEMBER 11TH 

 
Please remember to have all annual reports to 
Roxie by December 11th.  This will allow for 
time to compile all the information needed for 
Bethel’s Annual Report.  Thank you! 

https://central-lutheran.org/watch
https://livingwatercameron.org/


Bethel Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting Minutes 

November 13, 2022  9:59 AM 
Present : James Pingel, Marty Allison, Debbie Poirier, Donna Frank, Meridee Gassen  and Gretchen Ball.                                                       
Also in attendance: Pastor Justin 

Secretary’s report reviewed by members. 
Motion to approve by: Meridee Gassen    Second to approve by: Donna Frank    All in favor: Approved 

Treasurer’s report reviewed by members.   
Motion to approve by: James Pingel    Second to approve by: Donna Frank    All in favor: Approved 

Property  
 Debbie will work on arranging to have light bulbs replaced in sanctuary and entryway.  Debbie will con-

nect with Mike Lee to see if he has an extension rod available to reach the bulbs. 
 Light switch, pending action 
 Lower chairlift not working, Debbie will check this out. 
 
Worship      
 Molly returned to the role of worship leader again.  Council discussed increasing her weekly pay to $100 

as previously decided prior to her departure. 
 Debbie will be out of town Dec. 4th.  Pastor Justin will be here to provide the sermon.  Debbie will also 

work with Molly to get the lyric printed for the music.  Marty will also check with Lauren to see if she 
would be available to run slides. 

 Christmas services: Candlelight service for Christmas Eve.  Pastor Justin will check availability, if not 
available will connect with Pastor Aaron to see if service can be provided around 7:00 PM.  Debbie will 
work with her schedule to be available.  There will not be in-person service Christmas morning.  Online 
options are available through Central Lutheran. 

 Christmas tree will be decorated after service on December 11th. 
 Communion will be provided December 11th. 
 
Stewardship 
 Nothing new. 
 
Youth & Education  
 First communion with Regan Allison went really well. 

OLD BUSINESS:      
Emergency Relief Fund  
 Offerings from Christmas services will be placed into the Emergency Relief Fund. 
 Halloween, Debbie handed out candy and flyers to 80 families. 
 
Movie/Fun Nights 
 Debbie considering moving movie night to a different day/time to accommodate more families.  She 

may also incorporate games and other activities to promote attendance. 
 May consider doing something special during Christmas, such as decorating cookies, gift donation/

exchange, etc. 

NEW BUSINESS:      
2023 Budget 
 $2500 of $4000 in benevolence will be put towards intern pastor. The additional $1500 will continue to 

go to Central Lutheran in benevolence. 
 Council members reviewed and discussed the budget for 2023.  Adjustments will be reviewed for ap-

proval by the congregation at annual meeting. 

Next meeting—Sunday, December 11, 2022 following service. 
 
Motion to adjourn by: Gretchen Ball   Second to adjourn by: Donna Frank   All in favor: Approved 
Adjourned 11:22 



Dear Bethel Family, 
 
There are so many details that surround the celebration of Christmas that it is easy to miss the 
meaning.  Christmas is not about the parties, the presents, or the poinsettias. It’s not about the food 
or the festivities.  It’s not the greenery or the garland.  It’s not about the Christmas cards or credit 
cards either. 
 
The real meaning of Christmas is simple yet profound.  The Gospel story in Luke tells us about the 
Christmas message: 
 
First, the Christmas message is a message of ‘fear not.’  This message came to Mary when she 
was told, ‘Fear not, for you have found favor with God.’  It was the same message to Joseph in a 
dream in Matthew 1:20, ‘Fear not to take Mary as thy wife.’ 
 
Second, the message of Christmas is a message of great joy to all people.  That night in Bethlehem 
when Jesus was born, the angel announced good news of great joy to all people.  It was a message 
of the Savior’s birth — a Savior available to all, one through whom all people, no matter who you 
are, can be saved. 
 
Third, the message of Christmas is a message of peace and good will. 
 
Finally, the message of Christmas is a message that we must share.  After the shepherds saw the 
babe lying in a manager, they spread the word concerning what had been told about this child, and 
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 
 
Please join us in celebrating the joy of the Christmas message.  We invite you to a candlelight ser-
vice at 7pm on Christmas Eve at Bethel.  Pastor Aaron will join us along with Molly Dobbs, our wor-
ship leader.  Invite your family, friends, and neighbors as well.  I look forward to celebrating with 
you. 
 
Have a merry and blessed Christmas. 
 
Debbie Poirier 
Campus Coordinator 

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 
Wednesday, December 7th 

12:30 PM Lunch  
At 

Chetek Lutheran Church 
1419 Second St, Chetek  
1:15 PM Program with  
WARREN PETRYK 

Performing all your favorite  
Christmas tunes!  

Handicap Accessible/Freewill Offering 

Presenting  

Bethlehem’s Child 
 

Saturday, Dec. 3 St John’s Lutheran Church 
      1403 Newman St 
                Bloomer 7 PM 
Sunday, Dec. 4  Faith Baptist Church 
      1475 Railroad Av 
      Chetek 3 PM  
Saturday, Dec. 10 First Baptist Church 
      743 14 3/8 St 
      Hillsdale 7 PM 
Sunday, Dec. 11 United Presbyterian Church 
      20 W Messenger St 
      Rice Lake 3 PM 



 
On June 19, 2020 our granddaughter was born. She was born three months into the pandemic. Her 
parents were worried. Her grandparents were worried. It is challenging enough to be pregnant and give 
birth in the best of times but to give birth in the middle of a worldwide pandemic is an even greater wor-
ry. We worried about the unknown dangers this virus might present to the mother, the unborn baby, and 
the new born baby. Our worries kept us up at night. Our worries were relieved when she was finally 
born, perfect in every way. Our worry gave way to wonder-filled joy. Worry transformed to wonder as 
we looked back to see how God was holding and carrying them through the unavoidable worry. Our 
worry transformed to gratitude and wonder watching for what God would be up to next in her tiny life. 
 
It’s December 2022. We prepare to celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus.  This Advent we come with 
our fears and worries too. We are living in the midst of challenging times in our country. The very foun-
dation of our nation seems less stable. We each come with our own personal set of worries and fears 
about our families, health, finances, work, safety, the future…What is it that keeps you up at night? 
What are you worried about today?  
 
Folks across our church are experiencing doubts and uneasiness about the future of their church. Does 
it keep you up at night? What are the threats to your church’s future? How can the conversation move 
from fear and worry to wonder? As the miracle of Christ’s birth is celebrated this season, we can move 
from worry to wonder. We wonder what God is up to now in this day and age. Together we wonder 
what God’s will is for the future of our church. Together we wonder; how can we use the abundance 
and blessings, (what we do have and opportunities in front of us), to make a difference in Jesus’ name.   
  

Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid.  Luke 2:8-10a 
 
Shepherds living in the fields watched over their sheep to keep them safe. There were dangers that 
kept the shepherds up at night and plenty of things for the shepherd’s to worry about in the cold night 
like wild animals, predators, thieves, & bad weather. There was so much to worry about, but one night 
an angel of the Lord, all shiny and bright appeared and transformed their fears and worldly worry to  
divine wonder.   
 
To you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah the Lord. This will be a sign for 
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest    
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” Luke 2:11-14 
 
Friends, you are precious, beloved, baptized children of God. We know that the antidote to worry is to 
trust in God.  
 
During this Advent, Christmas and Epiphany season I pray that your worries will be transformed to  
wonder at what God is doing and promises to do in your lives and in our churches. May the miracle of 
Christ’s birth transform your worries to wonder! I am grateful for your partnership in ministry.  
Peace be with you, 

m Bishop Laurie 

        “From Worry to Wonder”  
                                     A Christmas Message 
from Bishop Laurie 



 

CHRISTIAN MUSIC SKATE 
2022—2023 

2057 17 1/2 Ave  Rice Lake 
  

       December 26        February 27 
     January 30        March 27 
     April 24 

6 - 8 pm 
(Last Monday of each month) 

 

Age 3 - 5    $6 
Age 6+       $8 

Free blade/skate rental 
Adults observe free 

  
 

 

Cookie Walk  
& Craft Sale 

 
Christmas Cookies, Candy, 

Ethnic Baking, Lefse 
Craft Room & Quilts Downstairs 

 
Chetek Lutheran Church 
Saturday, December 10 

8:00 AM until Gone! 

 


