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DECEMBER BIRTHDAY’S & ANNIVERSARIES
BETHEL BIRTHDAY’S
Marissa Baldry
Gwendolyn Bischel
Marge Pingel
Violet Hyke
Miranda Poirier
Adley Trowbridge
Richard Woodford
Paula Teed
Brittany Baldry
Regan Allison

December 3
December 7
December 8
December 11
December 17
December 17
December 19
December 20
December 28
December 30

BETHEL ANNIVERSARIES
Jeremiah & Sonya Shipley

December 18

DUE TO THE PANDEMIC,
ALL WORSHIP SERVICES ARE CANCELLED.
(SEE THE BISHOP’S RECOMMENDATION LETTER ON PAGE 4)

PRAYER CONCERNS:
Lisa Baldry; Steve Christianson; Jim & Marie Davis;
Joyce Hyde; Tim Rohrer; Terry Channing (Roxie’s brother); Wanda (Larry & Cheryl’s daughter-in-law); Richard
Woodford and our home bound.

Please continue to pray for our Military,
government officials, and those affected by
natural and man-made disasters.

BETHEL FINANCES
Total Receipts - October:
YTD Receipts:
Total Expenses - October:
YTD Expenses:

$ 1,847.67
$ 43,894.43
$
614.09
$ 34,942.35
ATTENTION THRIVENT
MEMBERS

If you have insurance or investments with Thrivent,
you are eligible and encouraged to direct your
Choice Dollars, that are designated to you, to your
congregation or a charitable Lutheran organization
of your choice. Check with:
Thrivent.com/choice dollars
Or
call 1-800-847-4836
and say “Thrivent Choice” to see if you have accumulated dollars that can be directed.
Choice Dollars, to individuals, is a program that
replaces the dollars that previously were designated to congregations to use in fundraising or service
projects.

DAILY DEVOTIONAL
Material available to you...

Christ in Our Home is a devotional resource that
encourages readers to live out their faith daily.
Each reflective reading is accompanied by a daily
scripture reference and prayer for the day. You
are welcome to pick up this booklet located in
the box outside the back church entrance.

ANNUAL REPORTS ARE DUE
BY DECEMBER 13TH

Please remember to have all annual reports to
Roxie by December 13th. This will allow for
time to compile all the information needed for
Bethel’s Annual Report. Thank you!

SANTA’S HELPERS
Bethel Lutheran, with a grant from
Thrivent and gifts received from individual
donations, was able to fund $500 to the
Santa’s Helpers this holiday season. The
monies will be used to help families in need
over the holidays. Thank you to all involved.

Nominees for Open Seats on
Council
Bethel council has 2 positions that will be up for reelection (incumbents Janet Pingel & Marty Allison)
or election at our January annual meeting. If you
are interested in serving on the council and having
your name added to the nominations, please let
Roxie know so she can add your name to the list
by January 4th.

Bloomer Moose Lodge
Red Cross Blood Drive
Wed. Dec 23, 2020
11:30 am to 5:30pm
To schedule an appointment,
visit RedCrossBlood.org or call Beth at
715-568-5891. Your donation is more important
than ever, as blood shortages occur at holidays.
Get a Red Cross long-sleeved T-shirt, while
supplies last.
The Red Cross is testing blood donations for
COVID-19 antibodies. As part of this effort,
plasma from standard blood donations that test
positive for COVID-19 antibodies may now help
current coronavirus patients in need of convalescent plasma transfusions.
The Red Cross takes every precaution for your
safety. Temperature screening will take place at
the door. Masks will be required, and provided
if need be.

Bethel Lutheran Church
Council Meeting Agenda
November 8, 2020
The meeting was called to order by President Debbie Poirier. Other members present
were Janet Pingel, Marty Allison, Marv Baroun and Mike Lee.
The Secretary’s minutes from October were read. A motion was made to approve. Motion seconded and approved.
The October Treasurer’s report was reviewed. A motion was made to approve. Motion
seconded and passed.
For the Property Report, the batteries in the thermostat and some light bulbs were replaced. The sign for the church building, voicemail, website and church information in
the Chetek paper need updating. The voicemail could include a message about a contact for immediate pastoral needs.
Several topics were discussed for the Church Service Report:
 Posting services on-line was discussed. One option could be asking if a member
from the congregation would be able to volunteer to take and post videos.
 Another topic of discussion was interest from some of the recent surveys about
holding a Bible Study, possibly on Sunday afternoons before it gets dark.
 Thanksgiving worship- Other community churches were contacted that we will not
be hosting the Community Thanksgiving Worship this year because of Covid and the
lack of a pastor.
 Next worship service is for December 6th.
 Christmas Eve worship- Looking for a lead. May ask at next week’s meeting what
Congregation members would like to do.
New Business:
 Debbie presented an early revision of the budget for the January annual meeting.
 Next Sunday will be a 9AM meeting in the Church sanctuary to discuss the survey
results with the Congregation.
 Discussed reaching out to another local pastor for emergency and funeral concerns
to see if another local pastor would be willing to be a contact.
 The November blanket drive was discussed. Darlene Granger and Cheryl Guthman
have a newsletter announcement for a December fund-raising drive for Santa’s
Helpers.
The next council meeting was set for December 13th at 9AM. Motion made to adjourn. Seconded. Motion carried.
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Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming
the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness
among the people. Matthew 4:23

Dear Pastors, Deacons, SAMs, and Council Presidents,
This is difficult. I’ll cut to the chase. Research indicates that three of the most dangerous places to be during a pandemic are inside a building filled with people who don’t live in your house like: 1. Bars and restaurants 2. Gyms and work out facilities 3. CHURCHES !
This is a crisis. The hospitals are filling up. Medical workers are overworked and getting sick themselves.
University of Wisconsin in Eau Claire, River Falls, and Stout will be entirely online after Thanksgiving. Elementary and High schools are making tough decision to go online after so many teachers and students
have tested positive. Pastors have started to report to me that members of their churches have died from
COVID-19. At least three pastors in our synod have tested positive for COVID. My 27 year old daughter who
works in health care tested positive last week. This is real.
Here is the strongly worded recommendation from the Wisconsin Council of Churches. November 11, 2020
Update: Given the current state of COVID spread in Wisconsin and Governor Evers’ Executive Order 94, we
recommend that churches abstain from gathering in physical spaces, indoors OR outdoors, at this time. We
know this will impact community celebrations and holiday services in the weeks to come, and offer this recommendation in the firm belief that it will help protect the life and health of congregants and community.
I will echo this recommendation. I recommend that you plan all online virtual worship services for the season of Advent and Christmas. I know this will be difficult. Many will grieve not being able to gather on Christmas Eve for candlelight worship. As spiritual leaders you need to do everything you can to keep people safe
and keep yourself safe. You do not want your church to be known as a super spreader site. You do not
want to do funerals for your vulnerable members who got sick because they came to worship. I do not
want you to get sick. Encourage your members to stay home, wear a mask, sanitize, and be careful.
The pressure to hold in person worship during Christmas is immense. I read about a church that is planning
to do all online virtual worship for Christmas, but it will decorate the sanctuary, and from 1-4 p.m. for a few
days before and after Christmas they plan to open the sanctuary for one household at a time. Families or
individuals may come into the building (wearing masks, of course) to listen to recorded music and pray.
They will provide printed prayers and Bible readings. There are important logistics with this plan, like
scheduling and instructing families to wipe down everything they touch before they leave, but it sounded
like it might be a safe way to meet the spiritual needs of some of your members.
My point is simply this: You can do this. You can adapt and change and discover new ways for your community to worship and celebrate the Nativity of our Lord Jesus without being crowded in the same building at
the same time. You can do this. You can keep the members of your church and community safe.
Dear friends, this Christmas will be celebrated in the middle of a crisis. We need Immanuel, God with us, to
get through this. Remember, Jesus is the light of the world, the light no darkness can overcome! I am
hopeful that soon there will be a vaccine and we will all be able to gather again safely. I know you are tired,
even exhausted. Let us know how we can support you.
The synod ministers are recording a complete worship service for you to use the Sunday after Christmas. I
hope it will be helpful and give you the break you need. I am grateful for all you are doing! I pray for you all
every day.
Together in Christ,
Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson
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The CRISIS of CHRISTMAS¹
Dear Members and Friends of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin,
Christmas 2020 will occur while we are living through of a series of crises.
Here’s the list: the pandemic, economic losses, protests against racial injustices, an ongoing climate crisis, and a divided country following a contentious
presidential election. I’m not going to lie, it’s been stressful for me, and I imagine it has been for you, too. As Christians, we have been moving through
these crisis-filled days with the expectation that God is present and God’s promises are true. We move forward
with hope.
The two Chinese characters for the word “crisis,” 危机, have often been translated as “danger” and
“opportunity.” Others say that a better translation is “danger” and “change point.” What dangers do you see as
your congregation moves toward celebrating the Birth of our Savior – Christmas - in a totally new way? What
“opportunities” or “change points” do you see that could propel your church forward in a positive way into
God’s future?
Mary experienced a theological crisis when the angel Gabriel revealed to her God’s plan to enter this world by
the baby in her womb. Mary’s body was the center of a theological crisis - much like the theological crisis²
caused by a virus that has invaded the bodies of our loved ones, and the theological crisis of abused and broken
black and brown bodies, and the theological crisis experienced in the misuse of this planet on which all bodies
live. Where is God in the crisis? What does this mean?
In a crisis, God comes to us. John 1:1,14 In the beginning was the W ord… and the Word was God…And the
Word became flesh and lived among us. Jesus is God, divine and human. God took up residence and moved into
our neighborhood. God goes where God’s people go and is who the people are.³ This is the theological promise
of John’s gospel. God is present with us in our times of crisis and suffering. This is the foundation of Luther’s
theology of the cross.
God is revealed through the crisis of Mary’s pregnancy and Jesus’ untimely birth in a Bethlehem barn. God is
revealed in the crucifixion; through the body of Jesus, hanging on a cross. God is revealed through the risen
body of Jesus on Easter Morning.
No matter how different Christmas is for you this year, no matter what crisis arises, God is there, present as
promised, in the WORD made flesh. May the story of Jesus’ birth bring you much needed joy and hope this
holiday season and may the presence of God comfort you in the new year.
AMEN

¹Photo credit: Design by Artist Paul Johnson for the 2019 Concordia College Christmas Concert Mural
²Thank you to Dr. Karoline Lewis for her thought provoking presentation to NWSWI on 11/7/2020 that inspired this article.

³Dr. Karoline Lewis, Working Preacher.org, Dec. 2016
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Heartland
Hospice

Will you consider joining our team in offering compassionate care in Eau Claire and the surrounding communities as a hospice volunteer?
Friendly Visitor volunteers are a vital part of our hospice team providing love respect and care for our patients and their families. Heartland volunteers interact directly with patients through friendly visits with activities such as reading aloud, playing music, going for walks, providing respite for caregivers and more. We
are also in need of veterans to service as veteran volunteers. In these trying times during this pandemic, it
is hard to comfort patients in person, especially in skilled nursing facilities. We do have some home patients
that request a volunteer to come and visit with them, but we do so with the utmost safety precautions in
place and only volunteers that feel comfortable doing so. The majority of our volunteers right now are either
making phone calls to our patients or sending cards and letters to them. As a volunteer, you help determine
which tasks are best suited for you and the patient! Training and education are provided.
With the holidays fast approaching, please consider giving your time to your community, your neighbors and
your friends when they need you most!
For more information, call 715-214-2485 or e-mail Melissa.Peterson@hcr-manorcare.com. You can also
visit our website at heartlandhospice.com/Eau Claire.

ELCA World Hunger

Thanks to generous friends of the ministry, every donation to the ELCA World Hunger between now and the
end of the year will be matched -dollar for dollar- until we reach $265,000.
Maybe you, have faced the challenges of slowing business or children home from school. Maybe you have
had loved ones fall ill, or perhaps you yourself have been diagnosed with coronavirus. COVID-19 has impacted all of us. During this extremely challenging time, I believe it’s more important than ever for us to
come together and reflect the love of Christ to our neighbors and to do whatever we can to help those in
need.
As the world copes with the COVID-19 pandemic, your gifts to ELCA World Hunger are even more urgently needed. Our partners and companions around the globe, are working urgently to adapt their programs to
ensure that people can stay healthy, feed themselves and their families, and make it through the economic
challenges brought on by the pandemic.
Remember….your gift postmarked by Dec. 31 will be matched dollar for dollar until we reach $265,000. Will
you please make a donation today?
“What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your
God?” (Micah 6:8)

