August 2022

BETHEL LUTHERAN
NEWSLETTER
E-MAIL ADDRESS: bethel@citizens-tel.net WEBSITE: Bethellutherannewauburn.com

MISSION STATEMENT

Inviting Our Community to God’s Open Door

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

PAGE

Current Events

1

Church & Church Office

2

Council Minutes

3

Letter from Campus
Coordinator

4 -5

Sunday, August 7
Sunday, August 14
Sunday, August 21
Sunday, August 28

Please join us on Friday, August 19th,
from 8 - 10 PM at Bethel Lutheran Church
for our monthly movie night featuring

“Heaven is for Real”

open to all area parents and children.
Snacks and drinks will be served.
Spread the word!

- 9 AM Worship
- 9 AM Worship
- 9 AM Worship – Council Meeting following Worship
- 9 AM Worship

ATTENTION THRIVENT
MEMBERS

PRAYER CONCERNS:
Lisa Baldry; Steve Christianson; Richard Woodford; Joyce
Hyde; Tracy Gravunder & Terry Channing (Roxie’s daughter & brother); Janet Pingel; Ron Fetting; Tim Rohrer;
Marie Davis; and our home bound.

Please continue to pray for our Military,
government officials, and those affected by
natural and man-made disasters.

OFFERING ENVELOPES
Please remember to pick
up your
“2022 Offering Envelopes”
in the back of the church.

If you have insurance or investments with Thrivent,
you are eligible and encouraged to direct your
Choice Dollars, that are designated to you, to your
congregation or a charitable Lutheran organization
of your choice. Check with:
Thrivent.com/choice dollars
Or
call 1-800-847-4836
and say “Thrivent Choice” to see if you have accumulated dollars that can be directed.
Choice Dollars, to individuals, is a program that replaces the dollars that previously were designated
to congregations to use in fundraising or service
projects.

WELCA Heart of the North Conference

Day of Renewal

Saturday, September 17, 2022
New Hope Lutheran, Sand Creek

BETHEL FINANCES
Total Income - June:
YTD Income as of 6/30/22
Total Expenses - June:
YTD Expenses as of 6/30/22

$ 2,896.43
$ 24,561.63
$ 2,891.84
$ 18,425.05

JAMBOREE DAYS
CHICKEN DINNER
The Bethel Chicken Dinner, held at
the New Auburn Jamboree Days
on Sunday July 24th, served
approximately 246 people.
Billy’s Grill & Catering did a wonderful job in
providing the chicken, potato salad, beans and
rolls. The total amount taken in from sales was
$2,163. The total profit was $124 after paying the
expenses for providing the food.
A huge thank you to all who volunteered. Without your hard work and dedication, this would
not be possible.

HEBREWS 6:19
WE HAVE THIS HOPE AS AN ANCHOR
FOR THE SOUL, FIRM AND SECURE
John Dutmer, pianist, will be our entertainment

In Kind Gifts will be for “Beds 4 Kids”,
a non-profit organization for foster children.
Please bring cash donations to purchase
mattresses or bring:
 New Twin Sheets in original packaging
 New Twin Blankets in original packaging
 New Pillows in original packaging
 New Pillowcases in original packaging
Register by Sept 3. $15 –lunch at noon
Questions? Call Janet Allison 715-568-5028
or email Janet at jallison@bloomer.net

Bethel Lutheran Church
Council Meeting Minutes
July 17, 2022 9:39 AM

Present : James Pingel, Marty Allison, Debbie Poirier, Meridee Gassen, Ron Fetting and Gretchen Ball.
Secretary’s report reviewed.
Motion to approve by: Meridee Gassen Second to approve by: James Pingel All in favor: Approved
Treasurer’s report reviewed.
Motion to approve by: Gretchen Ball

Second to approve by: Meridee Gassen All in favor: Approved

Property
 Carpet – S&S called and they will come on a Thursday or Friday in the upcoming weeks. Debbie will facilitate the
date.
Worship

No updates.

Stewardship No updates.

Youth & Education
 Communion education has begun using online series.
OLD BUSINESS:
Jamboree Days
 Members have signed up to assist with set-up/take-down and serving. Food prices have started to increase.
Ticket prices $8.00 for 1/4 and $10 for 1/2. Debbie will work with Roxie to get change. If there are leftovers,
some meals can be delivered to Sunrise Apartments.
 Marty will connect with Mike for setting up tables prior to meal.
 Jim will provide one of the coolers for water or lemonade. Looking for a second cooler to provide additional
refreshments.
 Debbie will set up a table at the church for the thrift sale. She will hand out “You Are Invited to Worship” cards
with information about the church.
Sale of Land
 Offer accepted, Debbie signed the contract. They will be setting up a closing date.
Emergency Fund Policy
 Debbie put together packets with guidelines and sample policies for church benevolence programs. Council
members will review the documents and provide feedback to Debbie at the August meeting. Based on member
feedback, a policy for a new Emergency Fund will be drafted/implemented.
 Additional consideration for use of the emergency fund is to reach out to the public health office to see if there
are children in the community needing assistance.
NEW BUSINESS:
Worship Leader Position






Molly will be staying in the dorms her first year of school. She will continue to be involved with the church but may
not be available to provide music all Sundays. Debbie brought forward reaching out to Molly’s sister, Anna, to see
if she is interest in substituting for weeks Molly is not available.
Consider reaching out to Roxie to see if she would be available/interested in leading songs the weeks Molly would
not be available.
Discussion around increasing Molly’s pay to compensate for the extra mileage expense traveling from Eau Claire.
Another proposed option is to alternate weeks with Molly and Roxie if they are both interested.

Movie Night
 Debbie will plan a movie night for August 19th.
 The movie will be “Heaven is for Real”.
Next meeting—Sunday, August 21, 2022 following worship.
Motion to adjourn by: Gretchen Ball

Second to approve by: Meridee Gassen

All in favor: Approved

July 24, 2022
Elevators are unusual places, aren't they? Especially crowded ones. You're packed like sardines close to people you've never met, and you really try not to touch them. And nobody talks
either. You can't look at anyone; in fact, you don't look anywhere except up, watching the numbers light up. Have you ever noticed two people walking into an elevator talking, but once they
enter the elevator they stop talking. Strange things go on in elevators.
In many respects that elevator is a microcosm of our world today: a large, impersonal institution
where anonymity, isolation, and independence are the uniform of the day. It shows us that people can be surrounded by other people in a crowded setting, and not experience community.
We can be a part of a company, a club, or a church and not feel we belong or are accepted.
We can share a car pool, an office, and even a home and not have significant relationships.
That was not the case with Paul, the apostle. He was born in Tarsus, educated in Jerusalem,
lived in Damascus, spent formative time in the desert, moved to Antioch, and that was only the
beginning. Professionally, he ventured out from Antioch on three extensive missionary campaigns, traveling from city to city. Yet wherever he went he established a band of people who
huddled together in supportive and encouraging community.
How was he able to create significant relationships? First Thessalonians, one of Paul's most
personal letters, identifies some of the key components for establishing and maintaining community.
I. Concede your need for others (v. 7)
Just as a child needs a mother we need each other. In another letter Paul identified this need to
belong, "So the eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" nor again the head to the feet,
"I don't need you!" On the contrary, all the more, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are necessary" (1 Cor. 12:20-22). This need for others is rooted deep within our souls. God
planned it that way. That's why God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone" (Gen. 2:18).
This need for others is God-given and deeply rooted in our lives.
II. Cultivate deep relationships (v. 8)
Do not take relationships lightly. To survive in a cold and cruel world requires deep relationships. But those relationships do not just happen, they require effort. We have to do more than
just reach out to others, we have to share our lives with others as well.
This truth was one of the secrets of Paul's establishment of supportive relationships. "We cared
so much for you that we were pleased to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our
own lives, because you had become dear to us" (1 Thes. 2:8). Here was a man that every time
he wrote to a church, he would always call by name two, three, or four people that were very
close to him. He had developed significant relationships with these people.
(continued next page)

Found in these verses are three words that form the basis for developing relationship which pass
the test of time.
Care - "as a nursing mother nurtures her own children" (v. 7). Remember people don't care how
much you know until they know how much you care.
Share - "we were pleased to share with you . . . our own lives" (v. 8). The word picture of "sharing
our lives" continues the mothering idea and paints a picture of a mother nursing her young. A
mother cannot nurse her children without sharing a part of herself with her child. For us to share
with others in deep relationship necessitates that we get up close and personal with another. One
cannot share at a distance.

Dear - "because you had become dear to us" (v. 8). Paul loved these people. And when we love
others we do not treat them as a means to an end, but rather as individuals of value. To communicate our love with others we must dare to talk about our affections. We must learn the gestures of
love - a hug, a handshake, roughhousing, as well as, many acts of kindness. May we never forget
that love is something you do, not just something you say.
lII. Commit to authenticity (v. 8)
It is not enough to admit we need each other, or say, "Oh, a few friends would be nice." We must
commit ourselves to getting beneath the surface talk and become interested and accountable to
each other. Authenticity occurs when the masks come off, conversations get deep, hearts get vulnerable, lives are shared, accountability is invited, and tenderness flows. Believers in the body of
Christ become brothers and sisters.

When we make room for others in our lives, the walls of indifference and apathy come down.
When we make room for others, we discover the best of others and the best in ourselves.
Debbie Poirier
Campus Coordinator

